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Tussock Moth
Description
Tussock moth is a general feeder of conifers and 
deciduous trees. Outbreaks of the moth appear to 
develop rapidly and then usually subside abruptly 
after a year or two. Defoliation by the tussock 
moth kills many trees, weakens additional trees 
that are eventually killed by bark beetles, and 
retards tree growth for several years.

Symptoms
Usually the first indication of attack appears in 
late spring. Larvae from newly hatched eggs feed 
on current year’s foliage, causing it to shrivel and 
turn brown. Defoliation occurs first in the tops of 
trees and the outermost portions of the branches, 
and then in the lower crown and farther back on 
the branches.

Tussock Moth
(Included in the Oak Wellness program)

www.arborwell.com
21638 Redwood Road

Castro Valley, CA 94546

Contact Us
To speak with an Arborwell Wellness Specialist, 
please call 888-969-8733. Our team of certified 
arborists are ready to help with all your 
arboricultural needs. 
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Wellness Approach
Many times, natural enemies such as small 
wasps and some birds kill these moths, 
but if they are not removed by natural 
environmental controls, other means must 
be used. Monitoring and prevention are 
most important. Application of natural and 
synthetic controls are available for control 
of Tussock Moth. Applications are most 
effective while caterpillars are in the young 
stage.


